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Opus 1576 at Church of the Savior,
Cleveland Heights, Ohio; a new four-
manual console, mechanical rebuild,
and tonal enhancement for Opus 1702 at
Old St. Mary’s Church, Cincinnati, Ohio;
tonal revision of Opus 2344 at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church, New Canaan, Con-
necticut; and a new four-manual console
and tonal improvements for Opus 2536 at
Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut.
Austin has also launched a new web-
site. For information:
www.austinorgans.com.

Casavant Freres reports on projects
completed in 2012: new organs for St.
Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania (I1/24);
Immanuel Baptist Church, Paducah,
Kentucky (IT1/38); St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Georgetown Parish, Washing-
ton, D.C. (I11/39); St. Johns Episcopal
Church, Cold Spring Harbor, Long
Island, New York (I11/43); the Kauffman
Center for the Performing Arts, Kansas
City, Missouri (IV/102); and the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, Washington, D.C. (IV/85).

Restoration projects include the Casa-
vant organs at Madison Avenue Presby-
terian Church, New York City (II1/73,
1961); St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore,
Maryland (I11/33, 1954); and Covenant
Presbyterian Church, Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama (I11/45, 1971), after being severely
damaged by the tornados of June 2011.

Projects for 2013 include new organs
for the Maison symphonique, Montreal
(IV/117); Palais Montcalm, Quebec City
(III/51);  First Presbyterian Church,
Kirkwood, Missouri (III/76); rebuild and
restoration projects include a 1926 Casa-
vant organ (IV/54) to be installed at St.
John Cantius Church, Chicago, Illinois;
and a 1958 Casavant organ (I11/42), to
be installed in First United Methodist
Church, Hurst, Texas. For information:
www.casavant.ca.

Lewtak Pipe Organ Builders will
hold an open house and shop recital on
March 23 at 3 pm, featuring the new
organ for Osterhib Kirke in Denmark.
The instrument will be the first ever
American-built organ in Denmark. The
recital will be performed by Ulrik Spang-
Hanssen, professor of organ at the Royal
Danish Music Conservatory in Aarhus.

The new organ is a two-manual tracker
of 26 stops and 35 ranks. Stop action is
electric with 2,000 memory levels. The
fagade complementing the modern inte-
rior of the sanctuary was designed by the

Danish firm of Birch and Svenning of

Horsens, Denmark. The open house and
recital will take place in the rented space
of the Stokes County Yarn Company in
Cooleemee, North Carolina. For infor-
mation: 336/749-3829; www.lewtak.com.

Quimby Pipe Organs is completing
the restoration of the E. M. Skinner and
Aeolian-Skinner organs at the Cathedral
of St. Paul in St. Paul, Minnesota. The
firm began reinstallation in January. The
instruments will be heard for the first
time at the Easter Vigil on March 30.

The project included complete tonal
refurbishing of both organs; replace-
ment of the electrical switching system
with solid state; releathering the 1963
Aeolian-Skinner; two new identical
four-manual consoles; tonal regulation;
additional stops to the Great organ in the
gallery; structural improvements to the
gallery; and ornamental casework for the
gallery organ.

Vespers and rededication of the
organs takes place April 21 at 7 pm. For
information: www.cathedralsaintpaul.org
and www.quimbypipeorgans.com.
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William C. Hain, 89 years
old, died on December 29,
2012 in West Mifflin, Pennsyl-
vania. Born January 13, 1923
in Pittsburgh, he worked for
the Samuel Bowman Organ
Company before serving in
the Army during World War
II. He returned in 1944, and
continued his work with the
Bowman Company. In 1950,
he and Joseph Kibler started
Organcraft, which they con-
tinued together until Kiblers
retirement in 1977. They
both served as sales and ser-
vice representatives for Casavant Organs during the 1950s
and °60s. Hain’s son William joined Organcraft in 1977, at
which time both were appointed as service representatives
for the Austin Organ Company.

Hain continued working with his son until age 85; he
had worked on most of the organs in the Pittsburgh area.
Known for his expertise as well as his kind and gentle
nature, William Hain dedicated his life to the pipe organ
profession, even playing the organ for residents at his
retirement home. Predeceased in 2012 by his wife, Anna
Marie, William C. Hain is survived by his son, William C.
Hain II, his daughter, Patricia Ann Witt, six grandchildren,
and three great grandchildren.

William C. Hain

—Edgar Highberger

Max Burdorf Miller,
age 85, died January 5 in
Marlborough, Massachu-
setts. Born in 1927, Miller
began his study of the
organ in his native Califor-
nia; while studying Arnold
Schoenberg’s Variations on
a Recitative, he received
coaching from the com-
poser. He and his wife Betty
lived in Vienna for several
years in the 1950s, while
Max studied with Anton
Heiller. Miller received his
Ph.D. from Boston Univer-
sity, and was a Fellow of the
American Guild of Organists; for many years he wrote the
“Ask Uncle Max” column for The American Organist.

Miller served on the faculties of the School of Music and
the School of Theology at Boston University for 42 years

Max Burdorf Miller

until his retirement in 1991. He was simultaneously uni-
versity organist, director of music at Marsh Chapel, direc-
tor of the Master of Sacred Music program, conductor of
the Seminary Singers (which he took on tour every year),
and professor of organ in the School of Music. In 1983 he
composed the tune MARSH CHAPEL for use with the text
“Awake, O sleeper, rise from death.”

Miller was the guiding spirit in the founding of The
Organ Library, located in the Boston University School of
Theology; it has grown to be one of the largest collections
of organ music in the world, accessible though a searchable
database. The Organ Library awards the biennial Max B.
Miller prize to outstanding books devoted to organ litera-
ture and performance. Max Burdorf Miller is survived by
his wife of 52 years, Elizabeth (Hyde) Miller, three sons, and
five grandchildren. Contributions in memory of Dr. Max B.
Miller may be made to the Organ Library in the School of
Theology at Boston University, 745 Commonwealth Ave.,
Boston, MA 02215.

William “Bill” Brant Mills, 68, died February 18, 2012,
in Florence, South Carolina. He earned a BMus degree in
organ from Florida State University, and MMus in organ
from the University of South Carolina, and did postgradu-
ate work at Indiana, Southern Methodist, and Stanford
universities, and Columbia College. Mills was a diaconal
minister in the United Methodist church and director of
music-organist at Central United Methodist Church in
Florence, South Carolina for more than 42 years. A well-
known pianist and accompanist, he was founder and direc-
tor of the Masterworks Choir in Florence in 1979; in 1995,
the choir, along with the Central United Methodist Church
Choir, toured Austria and Germany; they also participated
in the Festival of Churches programs as part of the Piccolo
Spoleto festival. The Masterworks Choir was selected to
sing choral works of Robert Powell upon Powell’s retire-
ment. William “Bill” Brant Mills is survived by a son, a
daughter, and four grandchildren.

David D. Sly died October 20, 2012. He was 64 years
old. Born in Saginaw, Michigan, he earned his BMusEd
degree from Olivet College, and a master’s and doctor-
ate in counseling from Michigan State University. Sly
was organist and directed the chancel choir at Marshall
United Methodist Church for more than 35 years, and
directed many high school and community theater musi-
cals. He received a Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Marshall Civic Theatre and an Outstanding Alumnus
Award from Olivet College; he served twice as dean of the
Southwest Michigan AGO chapter. David D. Sly is sur-
vived by his sisters, five nephews, and eight grand nieces
and nephews. |
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